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A SPECIAL NEWSLETTER - FOR SUBSCRIBERS ONLY 

Great Scot! Who's _. SARTSUPREMO 

- ■ - ■ -■ REVEALS TRUE SEX 

that in the corner? 






Mi>pn iouslv like asbestos powdi 

ceiling hasn't been the same since 

had to put up with incessant drilling and 

nol-sm all-am omit of fire alarm tesli 

at which have helped lighten the . 

- especially when we're all a bit 

over deadline! 

However, it's all in a very good cause., since 
we've upgraded to a shiny new lithe met 
network - which is substantially faster than the 
poxy old ApplcTalK network that was 
previously in operation. 

This new network is designed to help all 
the Apple Mats talk to one another in the 
without things either a) changing. difTereiil offices and buildings that Future 
Puhlishing has htfiliialrd in Hath. The good 
itiing .ilhiin ihis is ili.n. .ililunigh the people 
who paid for all this stuff to be installed don'l 
yet realise it. the Amigas in our office will all 
be hooked into the network too. 

The reason lot doing this; Well. Future is 
setting up its own Internet node. This will 
mean that we can trundle along the 
superhighway with the hest of thrm (and 
without all thai u-clious modem business). 
The method is simple: the new network will 
be a standard Ethernet erne, based on the 
TCP/IP protocol. Thanks It) ASDG, who 
loaned us some network cards tor a feature we 
did a while back, we can access die network. 
All we need to do is cable it up. 

The tunny thing is. that when we do this. 1 

guarantee that when publishers and assorted 

other lop knobs stroll through ihe office, they 

what looks Continued overleaf » 



r b] beinj 
issue, we've got both! 

Sieve MtGill finally joins the team as 
technical garncsv bloke (mi is ili.n gamcs\ 
technical lella"-). F.ither way. our resident lall 
Scot will be helping out Steve Bradley in the 
games department, while hassling Nick Veitch 
lot techv things to fiddle with. 

Steve possesses something of a video bent 
and sm will add another facet to AFs expert 
workforce. I hope you'll make him welcome 
hi sending in a load < >l difficult rjneries abonl 
all things vidco-aiid-Amiga-rc-lated. 

With regards lo the mess. Amiga t'unitat - 
and. indeed, Future Publishing as a whole - is 
having a new network lilted. Obviously, since 
this necessitates feeding mile, of" fihre optic 
cables throughout the building, there's a 
decree ul' drln i* ant I distill luuf e involved. My 
desk i 




AMIGA Subscribers' video offer 

FORMAT 




CREDIT CARD 

HOTLINE 0225 822511 



Buy any two Amiga Format videos 
for only £19.95 and any additional 
ones for just £9.99 each! 

(Including postage and packing) 



Take advantage of our ex 


lusive-to-subscribers offer of two videos for the 


special price of £19.95 (no 


mat price £29.98). Additional videos cost just 


£9.99 each. Check out our 




this month's issue, then s 


nd in the coupon you'll find over the page. 



workload generated by the first ever 
Amiga format Special. Marcus Dyson was 
quoted at the time as saying: "We all felt 
sorry for this little lad who had come all 
the way from Cardiff dragging a portfolio 

was as big as himself, so I asked him 
what kind of music he liked. When I founc 

hat he could recite all the tracks on 
Physical Graffiti backwards I said 'right la- 

IS HE. OR ISN'T SHE? 

But speculation cm the sex of the arty boc 
started in January 1993 when Marcus left 
i position of Art Editor to become Edito 
Amiga Format. His ample-sized shoes 
were filled with what can only be 
described as a dainty size four. However, 
rumours were quashed when a score of 
13 million on the Addaim Family pinball 
sole at the Local satisfied the AF team 
hat no girlie could possibly get a higher 
score than Richard Jones. 

However the 'is-he, isn't she?' rumour 
continued to work overtime when 
other members of staff realised that the 
d was never to be found in the gents 
t and showed no interest in joining 
Steve Bradley's frequent (and often 
tedious) f ootbi 



SOARING TEMPERATURES 

But yesterday, due to the soaring 
temperatures here in Bath, the Art Editor 
le out of the closet - or more correctly 
of the wardrobe - with a shocking 
floral print dress. She then refused point 
blank to stand on a chair when the fan w* 
blowing, even though Frank Bartucca 
persistently asked her to reach down 
books from the top shelf. 

'it was only a matter of time before 
they found out," she told reporters 
yesterday. "Frank was starting to ask wh 
didn't shower with him after aerobics. 
Richard Jones kept asking if it was strictly 
necessary for me to write another caption 
Jon Bon Jovi picture Id smuggled mi 
the magazine, 

'That's the beauty of my job, you se* 
am responsible tor the design of AF 1 
liaise with the writers to come up with th 
best way of illustrating their work. I 
responsible for the cover, the photograph 
le issue and Frank. I also have to b 
to the folk who scan our pictures 
the folk who operate the Linotron (th 
ihine that outputs our pages to film). 
And if I want to use a picture of Jon Bon 
Jovi. I'll use one." 

And the truth was out. 



*p an- bound iii aak what all the cables 

Coming Din of the back of our Amiga- are. 
And when we lell them lhtv'11 say either: 
"Oiili. that's clever" nr "Why would yon want 
to do that:". The fart that evetv Macintosh in 
the office is hooked tip in a similar way wall 
seem perfectly natural. 

The Amiga is a computer, so II shouldn't 
.seem strange when it does the sort of things 
that ruber eumpijii'i - ai c capable nl. Another 
odd thing is that I espect the people on the 
other computer magazine* at Future won't 
ever think ol alt. idling anvthiug oilier than a 
Mac to the network. If we're going to surf the 
Net. we're going ll - > do ii in slvle. 

Once we're all set up, there will be a 
.sjx-i i:i! .\ungri h'nmiiit acidic— when' iinvnin- 
with an Amiga ami a modem can get it touch 
with us. And. unlike Sfmrtg.', die Aongn l-'unnul 
BBS. we can have die messages transferee! 
direct to our Mac screens via our inter-office 



MAG TWEAKS? 

I've now been at the helm of AFfor a whole 
three months (and a bit), and have already 
instigated some changes - most of them 
minor, but a few major. And, to be honest. 1 
want to know what you think. Personally. I 
leckfin Amiga hirnml looks a lot nicer than it 
has done for a while (thanks to the efforts of 
Site and Frank) and, hopefully, it's a bit easier 



Write to Backstage 



Amiga Format. 

30Mon 

Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 



to find void" way around the mag. Of course. 
Iraifi /-in iiml is unit magazine - we're just the 
people who make it. So 1 want some Feedback 
on the change- we're making, as will as other 
things vou'd like to see - after all, I doubt very 
tmti-li iT vrni consider the mag to be 'perfect'! 

There's a readers' survey nestling inside 
this very issue, so when von lill that in. don't 
forget to ai It I a lew ideas ai the end - or write 
your comments on another piece of paper 
and include it in the envelope. I'll be airing 
some of the better suggestions in the pages oi 
Rarkstnge, and may just put a few prizes your 
wav. depending uu ln.u generous I'm leeliug. 

And cut a similai iiitiject. the response t<> 
mv call lor iitidHttip- letters ha- been pat hem ! 
Lit less von lot get your act together (and 
there are thousands ol subscribers out there) 
1 shall have no option but to nibble on about 
whatever happens to come to mind. And 1 



■i think v. 



It thai 



A special invitation from the editor 



I o 



Come to the FES for FREE! 



:© 



Because you're a valued AF subscriber, we don't want you to miss out on this year's Future 
Entertainment Show, It's going to be the best ever, because everything in it has been 
designed especially to help you get the best from your Amiga. At the heart of the show will 





Amiga, where you can meet 


the AF crew, key developers 


and industry figures. 


„ Si 


We'll be looking at 


lUbfi 


everything from virtual 


reality and the Internet to 


U- 


multimedia and CD-ROM and 




covering everyday 


computing problems. If you get five friends 


to come to 


he show with you and book all 


sin tickets i 


i advance at the discount rate of 


f G (tickets 


n the door are £7), we'll send you 


your ticket free!* 



Call our Ticket Hotline 0369 4235, or 
fill in the coupon and send a cheque for £30 
payable to The Future Entertainment Show. 



AMIGA Video offer order form 
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make cheques payable to Future Publishing Ltd 





AF0002 




AF0O03 














Beginner's Guide To Desktop Video 


AF0008 



Method of payment (please tick one) VISA 
Credit card no 



ACCESS D CHEQUE L 
Exp date 



now send this form to Future Publishing, FREEPOST 
(BS4900), Somertcm, Somerset TA1 1 6BR. 



Jason Holborn lifts the lid on a treasure chest of 
useful utilities, games and Coverdisk support files 
just for subscribers. You lucky lot! 






Before you can gel Alpri Patch to work, vou 
need in I r i i 1 1 > I (-■ i iTit- file matrix. Iil>i'arv (which 
ran he Found in ihe Wmliiirmini drawer) inlfi 
ihe Libs drawer nn your Workbench disk. To 
do [his. load up the Workbench Shell and 
enter ihe billowing li in-. 

Copy SUBSDISK:WinDaemon/ 

Matrix. Library LIBS: 

(The instniclion above -In ml. I be on one line.) 



DERRINC DO 

Remember the Blitz Basic 2 competition 
organised by Acid Software in ARM? Well, we 
received some rnily excellent games arid 
naturally we thought vou'd want lo see some 
of the entries lor yourselves. So here's one of 

Dirriny Do, was cxperto programmed In 
Amiga f-brmitt reader Nick Slaven from 
Sheffield, and is a Blitz Basic 2 version of the 
classic arcade game Mr bit!. The idea is to 
guide an apprentice wizard (that's you) 
around screen after screen of arcade action 
eollectinv; the little cherries buried beneath 

die gr d. Km lib- isn't as simple as ir first 

appeals, as is so often the case in conversions 
ol arcade classics. 

Fi illowiiij! lini on tin- heels ol urn hero is 
an army of crazed mole-like creatures who 
aren't keen on the idea of losing their 
cherries, so to speak, and therefore whizz 
around trying to do awful things tc 

The little sprite chap isn't 
Milnei.ihle, however - not only c; 
magic balls oil' the walls and in 
the pursuing baddies, but he 
stcawhe cries on their heads by digging 
underneath the fruit, ((infused? (live Dmiitjr 
Do a go and the gameplav 
blindinglv obvious, linjovl 



impletelv 

e bounce 

D the path of 

i also drop 



»<ill neon 



ALERT PATCH 

ilu;nli-il Software Failure leuucslei onlv In I 
greeted liv some meaningless number? lei 
face it - (txSOOfmOuS is hardly Ihe mo 



riptive 






programme! David Swasbronk obviously fell a 
more derailed explanation was necessary, 
whirh is precisely why hi- produced ,\!.n Patch. 

Mm Patch is a clever little uliliry that 
patches into ihe Exec library's Alert function. 
Although .1/rrf I'utih wnn'i Mop die crash, it at 
least attempts to give vou a itraightforwsod 
explanation ol what went wrong. 

Once patched. Abrt Patrh steps in 
whenever your Amiga is feeling poorly and 
instead of producing a meaningless error 
code, the program gcnetalcs its own Software 
failure rei|ucsler coinplele wilh lots ol useful 
information, such as tile cause of the crash 
and a full nui-down or the processor's data 
and .iililii" i i-yi'-leiv 
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ACALC 

calculator utilities arc nothing 
new - indeed. Commodore have bundled oik 
I hi nl i haigr uuh even Amiga «dd since < lie 
original A 1000 in 1985- The only problem i: 
dtar the Commodore calculator lias hardh 
changed since ihen - to rail ii siiupli 

soulelhiug nl , nderstatemcilt 

With At -air installed on vmir Wnrkbem 
however, yon can wfaitt through die 
m plicated calculations ii 

The ureal thing about MM it dial, unlike 
Commodore's offering, it runs as a commodity 
til mil ban- a mat Mine with WiiiUmn Ii 211 "i 
better), which means thai once run, ii happily 
sits in die background until it is needed. All 
vuii have 10 do then is to press die left All key 
■long with the C key (C for calculator. 
geddfol) -mil Al.'jik pops up on to the limit 
screen (even if it hoi the Workbench). What 
a tu pci litde utility! 



The Amiga's Workbench may make Windows 
on the PC look rather sorry For Itself hut it's 
still I'm from perfect . 

To lake it one step closer to perfection, 
install Winlkifmoa on your Workl>ench disk 
and vou'll never look back. Wmlkirmon adds 
all sorts of useful new features to Workbench 
mi hiding lull .-WiV.n con triil (so von i.m close 
windows via an ARrxx script), si recti selection 



and all -mis ol oilier hattdv enhancements. 
For example if you click on a window's close 
gadget while holding down tin Control kcv. 
I lie wiiu low's paieiit window opens. 

Before yon can run Whtlhimttm. it needs to 
be installed. Don't worry - installation isn't 
difficult, Inside the Wiiilhirmon window is a 
little file called matrix .library. This file needs 
to be transferred to the libs drawn on vonr 
Workbench boot disk. To do ibis follow the 
installation insirncuons tor the Aim Patih 




OCTAMED TUNE 

talent that is. If you're about as musical as a 
reject from Stock. Ailken and Waterman's 
studios then you'll want lo load up (he 
OflaMIl) tune to use with your OtHlMED 

Covenlisk from AFS2. It may Ik- a 

paiiieol.it 1v groundbreaking nine (French 
composer Jean Michel Jarre wrote die 
original), but it's ,1 good ev.unple of how In 
constnici a gteai song from short seiiious ol 
sample. It's worth tuning how some samples 
are actually complete sequences - although 
sampling purists consider this cheating, it's a 
valid underlet live (>. In Mh'J) technique. 

The choice ol track is rather ironic - Jean 
Michel Jarre's original was one of the first 
tracks he cvci wioic that used sampled sounds 
grabbed on » £100,000 Kairliglu samplci I low 
limes have changed: 

IMAGINE OBJECTS 



supplj 



.Villi .1 



nefewH object J 

reations. but this mouth we've got Iwu - a 
urassir 1'ark-likc AllosannLS dinos.iui oli|nt 
nd a Voyager One spacecraft. If JOU rends 
ii image using am ol the objects included on 

Ins o i |i,isl SiiUsi I ilfl-is' Supet disks, win 

end it in to our (lallery section - we'd lute u> 
l-l- the results ol vour efforts. .tn>\ I Mere may 




